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Short abstract With the increased availability of digital technologies that produce data
on cities and city life, modes of moving and acting in cities change; new modes of civic
engagement emerge. This panel explores the creative and at times disruptive
appropriation of urban public spaces.
Long abstract With the increased availability of digital technologies that produce data
on cities and city life, modes of moving and acting in cities change. These digital data
infrastructures produce certain forms of visibility (e.g. of particulate pollution, traffic
density, preferred routes, e.g. through heatmaps.) and invisibility (e.g. of those people
not using digital technologies and their modes of living in and using a city), and
consequently (re-)produce certain power structures in cities. At the same time new
modes of civic engagement (e.g. through citizen science, civic tech, co-creation)
become possible through digital technologies, inexpensive sensors and pervasive data
infrastructures.
In this panel, we are interested in exploring the creative and at times disruptive
appropriation of urban public spaces in which encounters between people,
architectures, practices, technologies (e.g. mobile, sensors etc.), digital data
infrastructures, and many more take place. Papers are invited to this panel covering
one or more of the following questions:
In which ways do physical and digital spaces intersect, overlap, overlay and what
kinds of (new) urban spaces emerge? How are power structures enhanced, modified,
altered or contested through these processes? Who and what is made in-/visible
through these processes? How do the bodies‛ movements in cities change through
the digitalization of urban spaces? How does urban planning respond to these
transformations? How do city dwellers (attempt to) regain agency in these
developments?
We invite empirical case studies and theoretical contributions interested in advancing
the understanding of cities as socio-material-digital assemblages
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