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This panel aims to critically explore the welcoming responses refugees, fleeing from

the violent conflicts in their own countries, receive from the members of the host
societies upon immigration to Europe, including Turkey. These responses are not
solely determined by government policies regarding migration, border control and
inclusion; yet they are always in dialogue with them. However, it is still possible to
identify grassroots efforts to smoothen the transition of refugees and provide them
with vital assistance and aid as well as tensions in local communities while receiving
the refugees.
These local groups often advertise an ethics of care and hospitality, and act genuinely
so. However, we argue against a mutually exclusive understanding of hospitality and
hostility. This approach provides tools that allow us to situate the refugees and the
locals at the same level, and reveal the workings of power, inequality, indebtedness and
patronage as well as care and discipline in every encounter. All these intricate and
intimate aspects of welcoming refugees have unforeseeably drastic effect on the
questions of inclusion and exclusion, both in the present and in the future of host
countries.
We particularly welcome submissions of papers based on ethnographic research and
deal with the questions of hospitality/hostility, care and compassion in the context of
the refugee influx with a critical eye.
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