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Town and city centres have long been a focus of sustainable transport initiatives, as
interventions there beneﬁt everyone, including visitors. They're where amenities are
most concentrated, where alternatives to car use are most viable, and where the
highest levels of air pollution and congestion are found. The trend of repopulating city
centres continues apace, led by the under-30s.
However, only 4% of the UK population lives in city centres. In our eﬀorts to reduce car
dependence and achieve our 'net zero' climate target, we must also focus on the places
where most of us live - the suburbs. With up to 51% of the UK population living there
(depending on how suburbs are geographically deﬁned*), suburbanites deserve a larger
share of attention in the sustainable transport arena. Here it is useful to distinguish
between inner suburbs (which evolved around public transport corridors and stations)
and post-war, car dependent outer suburbs.
In the context of ambitious government targets for new home building, we must avoid
'building in' car dependence in new development. This means creating higher density,
mixed-use development rather than isolated housing estates with few amenities
within walking distance. It also means targeting brownﬁeld sites for new development,
as this reduces the pressure for outward expansion.
The conference will bring together experts from across the sustainable transport and
planning worlds to explore:
How should sustainable transport be integrated into town and city centres as well
as inner and outer suburbs?
How can new development avoid the pitfalls of car dependency?
What can we learn from successful strategies already in place?
There is no ONS deﬁnition of a suburb. However the Centre for Cities has deﬁned
the town/city centre as the area within a 0.5 mile radius of the centre point in
towns/cities of 135,000-550,000 residents, a 0.8 mile radius for cities of 550,000 to
4 milllion and a radius of 2.0 miles for London. Those living within these 59 towns
and cities but outside that radius can be considered as suburban residents
according to Paul Swinney, the Centre for Cities Director of Policy and Research -

although we may more typically refer to the 'inner suburbs' as urban districts and
neighbourhoods.
Call for Papers:
We are seeking presentations on innovative, successful strategies implemented in any
of these four areas:
town and city centres
inner suburbs / urban mixed-use or residential districts
outer suburbs / post-war car-based suburbs
new residential or mixed-use development on brownﬁeld or greenﬁeld sites

Informations pratiques :
Proposals for participatory activities are also sought, to make for an interactive
programme.
If you would like to propose content for the conference, please send a Word document
containing the following by 31 October 2019:
title of presentation or group activity
description of presentation or group activity (up to 250 words)
your name, job title, organisation, email and phone number
your short biography (up to 40 words) written in the third person
Conference papers and any conference queries should be directed to Randall Ghent,
07960 180851, randall@acttravelwise.org.
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